
 Complementarity is therefore essentially related to the role that the Lord God assigned to the woman.  In this 
regard, we cannot overemphasize the significance of the divinely instituted rule that the functional responsibility of the 
woman to be a suitable helper to her husband: a companion that was  equal to and adequate for him; one that 
corresponded to and that was competent for him;  one that contributed to his successful fulfillment of the divine mandate 
to “"Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."”  Gen 1:28.  This multi-dimensional responsibility 
can only be fulfilled by one so defined and designed God himself.  In this regard, the man’s complement is God’s 
sovereign provision for him; she is the explicit product of the divine consideration, compassion and goodness to him.  In 
and through her, the Lord God issues his consoling affirmation, “I will not leave you alone.” 
 The irreplaceable uniqueness of the woman as man’s complement is keenly demonstrated in her role as the only 
person that can assist the male in fulfilling the creation mandate to populate the world with descendants made in the 
image of God.  Now, we are not saying that childbearing is the only purpose of marriage, however, we are asserting that 
marriage is the God-ordained context within which this responsibility is to be fulfilled.  Lest we miss the catholic 
significance and thrust of God’s mandate, it is fitting for us to underscore the fact that the divine mandate was not only 
issued to the church or to Christians or to Jews - it was not a religious stipulation.  It was issued to man as man and 
therefore it is universally binding upon all men, of all nations, eras, cultures and continents.  Ultimately, in this command 
is located the seed of the eschatological ingathering at which the innumerable “ransomed people for God from every tribe 
and language and people and nation,” comprise the heavenly throng joyfully praising their God.  Rev 5:9; see also 7:9 
[emphasis added].   This topic will be the focus of our final observation in our series.  
 The profound implications of the woman as the complement of man is further accentuated by the major verb 
employed in the biblical account of Gen 2:22: “And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a 
woman and brought her to the man.”  Here, the verb made is not the regular verb asha, which means to make or do, to 
accomplish, to fashion or accomplish, etc.  We find its use in Gen 1:26, “ "..Let us make man in our image, ..” and in 
God’s announcement of his intention to make a helper fit for man, 2:18.  In God’s actual making of the complementary 
and suitable helper for Adam, the Scripture employs the term banah- to build, fortify, and so on.  To this end we read that 
Cain built a city, Gen 4:17; Noah built an altar to the Lord, 8:20; the rebels at Babel built a city and a tower with its peak 
reaching to the heavens, 11:4; the sons of Israel built store cities while they were in Egyptian captivity, Ex 1:11; military 
cities were fortified, 1 Ki 15:17, etc.   
 Genesis 2:22 describes God’s creative activity in forming the woman from the rib of the man.   Given the 
intricate and intimate nature of the matter, we can safely conclude that God’s action in this regard is akin to that of a 
master-builder who is meticulously crafting a custom-made tour de force whose completed state corresponds exactly to 
his intention and which is entirely capable of fulfilling its purpose.  Indeed, the woman was a helpmate suitable for the 
man. 
 Yet, the above references do not exhaust the full scope of the use of the verb banah.  Most importantly, when 
God is its subject, it pertains to the building of homes, families and even dynasties.  To this matter we will turn at our 
next meeting,  
  
  
  

  

  

  

   
 


